24            SEX  GUIDANCE  IN  FAMILY   LIFE  EDUCATION

the reason, the main reason, why preliminary bal-
loting or permission-asking from the layman,
whether he is parent, member of school board, or
church, is not indicative of his later support. De-
cision by ballot is a safeguard for a principal
against later criticism, if all does not go well; but if
balloting must decide the issue, it is only fair to
sex education, and to progress, and to the young
people who ask for it, that the voters are given an
opportunity through one or more open orienta-
tion meetings to know just what this sex education
is which they are accepting or rejecting.

Sending notes home with the children to gain
parental approval for attendance at a talk or series
of talks or other method of instruction has all the
disadvantages of balloting, and carries the added
handicap of bringing the children into the issue
and so awakening their consciousness to the con-
troversial aspects of what should remain with
them an every-day matter. A principal could com-
promise by sending home a note reading, "We
wish to let you know that we are about to add to
the physiology course a simple introduction Into
the subject of human reproduction. We feel the
children are ready for this knowledge and hope
you will be in favor of this opportunity for them/1
Such a procedure is bound to meet with greater